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2005-2006
Raid on Student Aid

NAME:

David Reichert

OFFICE:

Member, U.S. House
of Representatives
Washington 8th District

PARTY:

Republican

VIEWS:

Moderate

It’s not just about
lowering the price of
education, it’s about
lowering the cost

Average Undergrad
Student Budgets

Source: College Board, 2017-2018

2007

2017

Captive Market

Near-Monopoly
5 major
publishers hold
nearly 90% of
the market

Source: Turning the Page by James Koch

2 in 3
Students say they decided
against buying a textbook
because the cost is too high

Source: Student PIRGs

2007-2008
Launching Open Textbooks

“We are on the cusp of a
global revolution in
teaching and learning”

capetowndeclaration.org

OPEN
EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCES

OPEN
FREE + PERMISSION

5Rs

Retain
Reuse
Revise
Remix
Redistribute

“I was able to find 5 textbooks that
fit this description”

OPEN
vs.
DIGITAL

2009-2010
Marketing Open Textbooks

SPARC Forum

2011-2012
Textbook Rebellion

Mr. $200
Textbook

Textbook
Rebel

Fall 2011 National Tour

open.umn.edu

2013-2014
Enter: Libraries

Nicole Allen, Steven Bell, and Marilyn
Billings call on academic librarians to unite
and form a national movement to promote
the widespread adoption of OER with the
goal of taking control of learning materials
away from commercial publishers and
putting it back into the hands of educators.

liboer.org

2015-2016
Hitting Our Stride

“Open educational resources
are an investment in sustainable
human development; they have
the potential to increase access
to high-quality education and
reduce the cost of educational
opportunities around the
world… [T]he United States
will openly license more Federal
grant supported education
materials and resources, making
them widely and freely
available.”

2017-2018
Leading the Way

9%
of faculty are using open
educational resources in at least
one of their courses

https://www.onlinelearningsurvey.com/oer.html

OER Awareness

Higher
Ed

onlinelearningsurvey.com/oer

K-12

“OER…improve course grades at
greater rates and decrease DFW
rates at greater rates for Pell
recipient students, part-time
students, and populations
historically underserved by higher
education.”

connect.sparcopen.org

THE FUTURE
Continuing to Evolve

"The open textbooks that are out there
serve as proof that it is possible to have
a high-quality open textbook that is being
used in classrooms. They might just be
the thing that will change the textbook
industry for the better."

“Costs have gotten as bad as they
can get, so any step you take [seems
to] lead in a better direction. The
question is: How quickly will that path
end up right back where we started?”

https://wapo.st/2qyav0F

https://www.cengage.com/institutional/opennow/

http://www.intelluslearning.com/2018/02/13/macmillan-learning-launches-intellus-open-courses-an-enriched-oer-course-solution/

“As OER has gained momentum, more and
more companies want to attach
themselves to the idea of being open… Is it
really open, or is it just being branded as
open? Open is not just a set of attributes,
it’s a set of values and practices that make
education better.”

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/10/10/cengage-offers-new-oer-basedproduct-general-education-courses

OPEN
vs.
“FREE”

5Rs

Retain
Reuse
Revise
Remix
Redistribute

ACTION
Making a Vision Reality

“We are the people we
have been waiting for”

“Open is about enabling
everyone, everywhere to
freely use, share, and build
upon knowledge in any way
they can imagine.”
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